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BEYOND HORIZON Report 
DATE: April 10, 2025, Dakar – Senegal Délégation Wallonie Bruxelles  

 
This report presents the conclusions of the Beyond Horizon 

meeting, which took place on April 10, 2025 in Dakar and was dedicated 
to the deconfinement of cultural policies between Europe and Africa. 
The meeting brought together a network of committed actors within the 
DECONFINING project, identified obstacles to cultural cooperation, 
and proposed concrete recommendations to increase the mobility of 
artists and artworks as well as the sustainable development of creative 
industries. Organized on the 20th anniversary of the 2005 UNESCO 
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of 
Cultural Expressions, the meeting aimed to foster an in-depth political 
debate on bridging the divide in cultural policies on both continents.  

The main objective was to strengthen cooperation between 
institutions and various actors from the private, public, and civil sectors 
of the cultural and creative industries in African and European 
territories, with a focus on the mobility of artists and artworks and the 
promotion of a collaborative and sustainable approach. The analysis is 
based on the discussions, expert presentations, and rich exchanges that 
marked this decisive meeting for the construction of an inclusive and 
equitable partnership. 

 
“In 2022, forty years after the first UNESCO Global Conference 
on Culture, MONDIACULT, the 'Global South' still accounted 
for only 5% of world trade in cultural services. That is the economic 
side. But the 2005 Convention also defines the dual nature of 
culture as both an economic value and an intrinsic value, or, as 
cultural economist Justin O'Connor from the University of South 
Australia puts it in his book Culture is Not an Industry: “Culture 
is at the heart of what it means to be human.””  

Thomas Engel 
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The DECONFINING Project: A 
Framework for Cultural 
Cooperation 

The DECONFINING project aims to identify and dismantle social, 
political, and economic barriers that hinder cultural exchange between 
Europe and Africa. It relies on a participatory approach that brings 
together more than 250 artists, 2,500 representatives of cultural 
organizations, and 400 actors from more than 30 countries to promote 
new forms of artistic and cultural cooperation. Inspired by the successful 
cooperation between European and African Capitals of Culture, 
DECONFINING breaks away from historical patterns of colonialism and 
paternalism and promotes fair and mutually beneficial dialogue. The 
meeting on April 10 was held under the patronage of the EU in Senegal, 
UNESCO in Senegal, the city of Dakar, and the EUNIC Senegal 
Network. The event was selected for publication on the website 
dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the UNESCO Convention. 

 

Target Audience and Political 
Stakes 

The BEYOND HORIZON conference was aimed at key players 
in the cultural and creative sector: representatives of organizations, 
networks, artists, educational institutions, and policymakers from both 
continents. The focus was on political issues aimed at influencing 
African and European cultural policy in order to promote greater 
cooperation and greater recognition of the strategic role of culture in 
development. 

“We are missing out if we cannot share the talent.” 

Kenji Maghoma 
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Attendees 
●​ Directly impacted organizations, artists, cultural workers: 150 
●​ Registered participants: 75 
●​ Present participants: 48 
●​ Speakers: 16 
●​ Countries represented: 101 
●​ Institutions involved: 172 

 

The BEYOND HORIZON 
Conference: Proceedings 
The meeting activities took place over two days. 

DAY ONE: THE CONFERENCE 

●​ Introductory speeches: Jean-Marc Pisani (representative of the 
EU delegation in Senegal), Dimitri Sanga (representative of the 
UNESCO regional delegation), Mouhamadou Mawloud 
Diakhaté (Deputy Mayor of Dakar for Culture). 

●​ Presentation of the DECONFINING project: Sara Božanić 
(Institute for Transmedia Design, Slovenia), Thomas Engel (ITI 

2 European Union, African Union, State of Senegal, UNESCO Regional Delegation, 
City of Dakar, EUNIC network, Wallonie Bruxelles délégation, Institute for 
Transmedia Design, ITI Germany, Art Transparent Foundation, Institute for Art and 
Theatre, Pro Progressione, Women's History Museum, Lago Collective, Makwande 
Republic South Africa, Impact Senegal, Goethe Institute Senegal.​ ​  ​  
​  ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

1 Slovenia, Germany, Poland, Hungary, United Kingdom, Zambia, Senegal, Czech 
Republic, South Africa 
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Germany) and Vydia Tamby (cultural advisor to the mayor of 
Dakar) 

●​ Presentation of tandem artistic creations: Karolina Bieniek (Art 
Transparent, Poland), Samba Yonga (Women's History Museum, 
Zambia), Barna Petrányi (Pro Progressione, Hungary) 

●​ Presentation of studies on mobility and challenges for African 
artists: Barbora Novotná, Pavla Petrová (Arts and Theatre 
Institute, Czech Republic) Ukhona Ntsali Mlandu (Makwande 
Republic, South Africa) Kenji Maghoma (Lago Collective, UK). 

●​ Round table on mobility moderated by Samba Yonga: Barbora 
Novotná, Pavla Petrová (Arts and Theatre Institute, Czech 
Republic), Amadou Fall Ba (Institut Impact, Senegal), Karolina 
Bieniek (Art Transparent, Poland), Stefanie Peter (Director of 
the Goethe Institute and Director of EUNIC Senegal), Kenji 
Maghoma (Lago Collective, UK) 

DAY TWO: TECHNICAL VISITS AND EXCHANGES 
WITH LOCAL ACTORS 

●​ RAW MATERIAL COMPANY, ESPACE MEDINA, Galerie 
Le Manège 

●​ Artists and structures: Germaine Acogny, Ecole des Sables, 
EIAD, Cheikha Sigil, Maud Villaret (Toubab Paris), Nunu 
design, Maguette Gueye, Milcos, EIAD, ISM school, Kani 
Urban, Kenu Lab, Partcours, fonds ASM, Festival A sahel 
Ouvert, The Herds, Xuman. 

 

Main Themes of the 
Conference and Political 
Debates 
The conference addressed: 
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●​ Articulation of cultural policies: a debate on the effectiveness of 
existing cultural policies in Europe and Africa, identifying gaps 
and needs for intercontinental cooperation. Discussions focused 
on the need to harmonize regulations and align national, 
regional, continental, and intercontinental policies with the 
objectives of the 2005 UNESCO Convention. 

●​ Mobility of artists and artworks: presentations focused on an 
analysis of obstacles to mobility (visas, intellectual property 
rights, etc.); the need to simplify administrative procedures, the 
need for mutual recognition of professional qualifications, and 
the establishment of funding mechanisms; the fundamental role 
of the 2005 UNESCO Convention and ways to strengthen its 
implementation; the need for greater financial support for 
cultural cooperation with innovative funding models and 
public-private partnerships; the integration of sustainable 
development and social inclusion dimensions. 

 

Political Recommendations 
for Structured Cooperation 

“The project research highlights the barriers faced by African 
creatives—from restrictive visa regimes to limited access to cultural 
funding streams and inadequate policies that do not reflect 
Africa's pluralistic cultural ecosystems. However, Deconfining is 
not just about exposing problems—it’s about modelling 
alternatives. Through co-created projects with source communities 
and policy dialogues, the initiative is generating best practices that 
could inform EU Commission strategies for fairer cultural 
cooperation. And yet—Africa must also act.” 

Samba Yonga 

 

The following recommendations were made: 

●​ EUROPEAN UNION: Support for a network of committed 
cultural actors, development of specific policies to facilitate the 
mobility of African artists, simplification of visa and mobility, 
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increased financial support for cultural cooperation projects, 
active promotion of the 2005 UNESCO Convention. 

●​ AFRICAN UNION: Support for the network, coordination of 
national cultural policies with the objectives of the 2005 
UNESCO Convention, establishment of funding mechanisms 
for the mobility of artists and artworks within and outside the 
continent, and capacity building. 

●​ UNESCO: Support for the network, strengthening of technical 
and financial support to African countries for the 
implementation of the 2005 UNESCO Convention, active 
promotion of intercontinental cooperation in the field of 
culture. 

●​ MEMBER STATES: Integration of the recommendations of the 
2005 UNESCO Convention into national legislation, 
simplification of administrative procedures relating to the 
mobility of artists, and investment in the development of 
cultural infrastructure. 

●​ TERRITORIAL AUTHORITIES: decentralized approach for a 
sustainable and endogenous development of the cultural and 
creative sectors, innovative procedures to support the arts. 

●​ CIVIL SOCIETIES: establishment of networks of committed 
actors on both continents, raising awareness of responsible 
mobility, sustainable cooperation, strengthening dialogue and 
cooperation, establishment of strong professional associations to 
influence public policy. 

 

Conclusion 

“To deconfine means – to free, or be freed – to liberate oneself from 
paternalistic views and stereotypes. However, to achieve this 
liberation, we must first explore what ‘freedom’ signifies for each of 
us.” 

Sara Božanić 
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The BEYOND HORIZON meeting produced concrete policy 
recommendations for strengthening cultural cooperation between 
Europe and Africa. Success depends on strong political commitment 
from all stakeholders, effective implementation of the 2005 UNESCO 
Convention, and significant investment in cultural and creative 
industries. Regular monitoring and evaluation of measures are essential. 
The development of local, national, regional, continental, and 
intercontinental networking strategies for the endogenous development 
of the cultural and creative sector is crucial, as is support for research and 
innovation in this sector.​
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